V.

THE  HANSEATIC  COMMERCE  WITH  DENMARK,
SWEDEN,  AND  RUSSIA.

THOUGH the Government of Denmark was more
enlightened than that of Norway, and though the
Danes were jealously desirous of keeping their trade in
their own hands, they, too, could not free themselves
from the all-absorbing power of the Hanseatic League.
In vain did they endeavour to raise up rivals to these
traders; in vain did they even encourage pirates to
attack them ; in vain did they institute custom dues
and taxes; each and all of these measures proved in-
sufficient. The credit of the towns was unassailable.
The Hanseatics knew how to vanquish all obstacles,
and finally they found themselves in full possession of
all their ancient privileges, as well as those which they
had extorted in concluding peace with Waldemar.

The dissensions of the three northern kingdoms,
which lasted for nearly fifty years, and which the
Hanseatic League were by no means anxious to see
settled (for, above all else, they feared the union of the
three northern kingdoms under one head) were admir-
ably utilized. The League played off one set of
enemies against another, now aided this faction, now
sided with that, never too openly expressed either